
47th Series Student Project Programme (SPP) – 2023-24  1 

 

SMART MEDICATION DISPENSER AND REMINDER 
USING EMBEDDED SYSTEM 

 
 

Project Reference No.: 47S_BE_4452  

 

College   : K.L.S. Vishwanathrao Deshpande Institute of Technology, Haliyal, 

                       Uttara Kannada 

Branch   : Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering 

Guide(S)   : Prof. Nikhil A. Kulkarni 

Student(S) : Mr. Fairoz Ramapur 

 Mr. Charan C. Shanbog 

 Mr. Dheeraj V. Kulkarni 

 Mr. Fayazanwar I. Jakati 

 

Introduction:  

The Smart Medication Dispenser And Reminder Using Embedded System is an 

innovative solution designed to address the critical need for efficient medication 

management, particularly for individuals with complex medication regimens. This 

project leverages advanced technologies to create a system that not only dispenses 

medications at predetermined times but also provides timely reminders to patients, 

ensuring adherence to prescribed treatment plans. By integrating components such 

as the ESP8266 WiFi module, RTC (Real-Time Clock), stepper motors, distance 

sensors, and a LiquidCrystal_I2C display, the system automates the medication 

dispensing process while maintaining high accuracy and reliability. The intuitive user 

interface displayed on an LCD screen allows users to easily set up and manage their 

medication schedules, making the system user-friendly and accessible to individuals 

of all ages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, the system includes additional features to enhance patient safety and 

convenience. The buzzer alerts and email notifications ensure that patients are 

reminded to take their medications on time, significantly reducing the risk of missed 

doses. The use of EEPROM for storing WiFi credentials ensures secure and 

persistent network connectivity, enabling remote monitoring and management of the 

medication schedules. The distance sensor ensures that the patient is present before 

dispensing the medication, adding an extra layer of safety. Developed with a focus 

on reliability and ease of use, the Smart Medication Dispenser And Reminder Using 

Embedded System aims to revolutionize healthcare management by providing a 

comprehensive, user-centric approach to medication adherence. This project not only 
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aims to improve patient outcomes but also seeks to reduce the burden on caregivers 

and healthcare providers by ensuring that patients receive their medications as 

prescribed. 

 

Objectives: 

1. Enhance Medication Adherence: Improve patient adherence to medication 

regimens by automating dispensing processes and providing timely reminders. 

2. Ensure Patient Safety: Integrate features such as distance sensors to verify 

patient presence and email notifications for low medicine levels, reducing the risk of 

medication errors. 

3. Simplify Medication Management: Create a user-friendly interface for easy 

scheduling and management of medications, empowering patients and caregivers. 

4. Promote Patient Independence: Enable patients to manage their medication 

regimens independently, enhancing their quality of life and reducing caregiver 

burden. 

5. Enable Remote Monitoring: Utilize technologies like the ESP8266 WiFi module 

for remote monitoring and management of medication schedules, facilitating 

proactive interventions regardless of location. 

 

Methodology:  

The " Smart Medication Dispenser And Reminder Using Embedded System " 

introduces a significant innovation in the healthcare and caregiving domain by 

integrating multiple technologies to ensure accurate and timely medication 

administration. The system combines the Internet of Things (IoT), real-time clock 

(RTC) modules, stepper motors, and various sensors to automate and streamline the 

medication dispensing process. This innovation addresses several critical issues in 

healthcare: 

1. Automated Medication Dispensing:The system precisely dispenses medication 

according to a pre-set schedule, reducing the chances of missed or incorrect 

dosages, which is particularly beneficial for elderly or chronically ill patients who may 

have complex medication regimes. 

2. Patient Monitoring: By incorporating sensors to detect patient presence, the 

system ensures that medication is dispensed only when the patient is nearby, adding 

a layer of safety and ensuring compliance. 

3. Real-Time Alerts and Notifications:The integration with email notifications 

ensures that caregivers or medical professionals are promptly informed about low 

medicine levels or missed dosages, enabling timely interventions. 

4. User-Friendly Interface: The system features a user-friendly interface with a 16x2 

LCD display and intuitive buttons, making it easy for users of all ages to operate. 

5. Connectivity and Data Logging: With Wi-Fi connectivity, the system can log data 

and provide remote access to medication schedules and usage history, offering 

valuable insights for healthcare providers. 
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Conclusion:  

The Smart Medication Dispenser And Reminder Using Embedded System 

represents a significant advancement in healthcare management, combining the 

capabilities of IoT and automation to enhance medication adherence and improve 

patient outcomes. This project successfully integrates various components including 

an ESP8266 microcontroller, stepper motors, distance sensors, a real-time clock 

(RTC), and an LCD interface to create a reliable and user-friendly device. By 

automating the dispensing of medicine according to a pre-set schedule and providing 

timely reminders, the system reduces the risk of missed doses and ensures 

consistent medication intake. Additionally, the incorporation of email notifications 

alerts caregivers or healthcare providers when medicine levels are low, ensuring 

timely refills and continuous patient support. The system's ability to detect patient 

proximity and only dispense medication when the patient is nearby further enhances 

its efficiency and security. Through comprehensive testing and calibration, the device 

has proven to be robust and adaptable to various user needs. Overall, this project 

demonstrates the potential of leveraging technology to create innovative solutions 

that address critical challenges in healthcare, offering a practical and scalable 

approach to managing medication schedules effectively. 

 

Scope for future work:  

The current implementation of the Smart Medication Dispenser And Reminder 

Using Embedded System offers a robust framework for further enhancements and 

expansions. Future work can focus on several key areas to increase the system's 

functionality, usability, and applicability: 

1. Mobile Application Integration: 

   - Develop a companion mobile application that allows users and caregivers to 

monitor and control the dispenser remotely. 

   - The app can provide real-time notifications, reminders, and access to medication 

logs. 

2. Voice Assistance and Control: 

   - Integrate voice recognition and control features using services like Amazon Alexa 

or Google Assistant. 

   - This can make the system more accessible to users with visual impairments or 

limited mobility. 

3. Advanced Data Analytics: 

   - Implement advanced data analytics to track medication adherence trends over 

time. 

   - Provide predictive analytics to alert caregivers of potential non-compliance or 

health issues. 

4. Multiple Medication Management: 
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   - Expand the system to manage multiple medications with varying schedules and 

dosages. 

   - Implement modular compartments that can handle different pill sizes and types. 

5. Biometric Authentication: 

   - Add biometric authentication methods, such as fingerprint or facial recognition, to 

enhance security and ensure that only authorized users can access the medication. 

6. Integration with Electronic Health Records (EHR): 

   - Enable integration with EHR systems to automatically update patient records with 

medication adherence data. 

   - Allow healthcare providers to adjust medication schedules remotely based on 

patient health data. 

7. Solar Power and Battery Backup: 

   - Incorporate solar power options to make the system sustainable and reliable in 

areas with unstable electricity supply. 

   - Enhance battery backup systems to ensure continuous operation during power 

outages. 

8. Customizable Alerts and Notifications: 

   - Allow users to customize the types and methods of alerts they receive, including 

SMS, push notifications, and automated phone calls. 

   - Implement multi-language support for notifications to cater to a broader audience. 

9. AI and Machine Learning:   

 - Utilize AI and machine learning algorithms to adapt the dispensing schedules 

based on the patient's habits and health condition. 

   - Predict and preempt potential health risks based on medication adherence and 

usage patterns. 
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